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Rio Maior

Explore the trails of the 
Serras de Aire and 
Candeeiros Nature Park,  
a stunning landscape, and 
by night enjoy the bright 
lights of the city.

The Salinas, the salt 
mines, are an iconic 
feature of Rio Maior 
and a must-see for 
any visitor.

Celebrate the 
mysterious mountains 
and the tranquil salt 
mines.

Discover
Rio Maior.
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Marinhas de Sal Village

The village of Marinhas de Sal 
produces two tons of salt each year 
and everything is geared towards this. 
The traditional wooden huts where salt 
was once stored are well preserved, 
down to the inventive wooden latches 

Discover the Peaceful 
Salt Mines

Situated at the foot of the Serra dos 
Candeeiros, far inland from the saltwater 
of the coast, the salinas have been quietly 
producing salt since 1177. This is a salt mine, 
where fresh water passes through a 
subterranean layer of rock salt and transforms 
into saltwater seven times saltier than the sea.

LegendMap of the Municipality

A Glorious Heritage 
and Faith 

Chãos Village
Chãos, 2040-018 Alcobertas

Ruy Belo’s House (poet)
Rua Poeta Ruy Belo
2040-460 São João da Ribeira

Dólmen de Alcobertas
Avenida da Igreja, 24
2040-015 Alcobertas

Mourisca de Assentiz Fountain
Largo da Fonte
2040-536 Assentiz

Medieval Oven of Alcobertas 
Rua dos Potes Mouros
2040-011 Alcobertas

Igreja de Santa
Maria Madalena
Avenida da Igreja, 24
2040-015 Alcobertas

São João Baptista Church 
and Moorish Tower
Rua Fonte da Igreja
2040-460 São João da Ribeira

Parish Church
of Azambujeira
Rua de Santa Luzia
2010-053 Azambujeira

Miniature Car Museum
Rua Visconde de Assentiz, 6
2040-536 Assentiz

Azambujeira Regional 
Museum, Manuel Nobre 
Rua de Santa Luzia
2040-052 Azambujeira
tel: +351 243 949 636

Rural and Ethnographic 
Museum of São João da Ribeira
Rua Doutor Alexandre Carvalho, 2
2040-460 São João da Ribeira
tel: +351 243 949 105

Azambujeira Historic Pillory
Rua de Santa Luzia
2040-053 Azambujeira

Calhariz Bridge
Calhariz, 2040-053 Azambujeira

Wonderful Wine 
& Rural Icons

Adega Porta de Teira
(wine cellar)
Rua Professor Manuel
Frazão de Azenha, 9
Alto da Serra
2040-063 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 991 429

+351 969 841 875
joaotmbarbosa.com

Quinta da Badula
Rua do Casal
2040-031 Arrouquelas
tel: +351 966 915 722
quintadabadula.com

Relaxing in 
the Great Outdoors

Cooperativa de Terra Chã
Largo do Centro Cultural de Chãos
2040-018 Alcobertas
tel: +351 243 405 292

Disjunção Colunar
de Portela da Teira
(geological formations)
Portela da Teira
2040-020 Alcobertas

Gruta de Alcobertas (cave)
Serra dos Candeeiros
tel: +351 243 405 292
geral@cooperativaterracha.pt

Jardim do Porto do Rio
Estrada do Palheirinho, 11
2040-015 Alcobertas 

Oficina de Tecelagem 
(weaving) Terra Chã
Largo do Centro
Cultural de Chãos, 1
2040-018 Alcobertas 
tel: +351 243 405 292

+351 968 889 287

Olho d’Água
de Alcobertas
Rua do Olho de Água
2040-015 Alcobertas

Ribeira de São João 
Picnic Area
Rua Parque de Merendas
Ribeira de São João

Olho d’Água de Alcobertas 
Picnic Area
Rua do Olho de Água
2040-015 Alcobertas

Terra Chã Picnic Area
Largo do Centro
Cultural de Chãos
2040-018 Alcobertas

Serra dos Candeeiros
Parque Natural das Serras
de Aire e Candeeiros

Moorish Pots
Rua dos Potes Mouros, 6
2040-011 Alcobertas

Salinas (salt mines)
Marinhas do Sal
2040-133 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 991 433

Walking Trails of 
the Lezíria do Tejo

Parque Natural da Serra
de Aire e Candeeiros 
(nature park)
Starting Point
Estacionamento Cooperativa Terra Chã
Distance: 4.5 km

Other Routes and Trails
Starting Point

Marinhas de Sal Walking Trail
Distance: 3 km

Chãos-Alcobertas Walking Trail
Distance: 16 km

Carso Route 
Distance: 137 km

Serra Route
Distance: 16 km
tel: +351 243 991 433

Alternative Routes

Ruy Belo Route

Ruy Belo is one of Portugal’s 
great poets of the 20th century 
and this route follows his steps 
in his home village.

UniArt Route 

UniArt is an artistic project 
where artists and residents of 
Vila de Marmeleira, Assentiz, 
São João da Ribeira and Ribeira 
de São João have created an 
art itinerary based on heritage 
and local traditions.

+info: turismoriomaior.pt
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that are resistant to the corrosive 
effects of salt. Enjoy a meal in the 
restaurant overlooking the salt pans, 
then pick up a bag of salt to take 
home as a souvenir. 
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A Glorious Heritage 
and Faith

Casa Senhorial 
d’El Rei D. Miguel
Rua David Manuel da Fonseca 
2040-249 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 999 300
casasenhorial@cm-riomaior.pt

Igreja da Misericórdia 
de Rio Maior
Rua Serpa Pinto, 115
2040-266 Rio Maior

Igreja Matriz
Largo Padre
António Quartilho
2040-331 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 996 691

Espadanal Mines
Avenida Doutor Mário Soares
2040-413 Rio Maior

Núcleo Histórico do 
Paço Real (historical centre)
Rua da Nossa Senhora da Vitória
2040-015 Rio Maior

Roman Villa
Go to Rio Maior 
Tourist Office
tel: +351 243 999 300
turismo@cm-riomaior.pt

Relaxing in 
the Great Outdoors

Doutor Laureano Santos 
Municipal Library
Rua Doutor Fernando
Sequeira Aguiar
2040-130 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 999 310
biblioteca@cm-riomaior.pt

Interpretation Centre of Serras 
de Aire e Candeeiros Nature 
Park
Rua Doutor Augusto César
Silva Ferreira
2040-215 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 999 480/7

Movie Theatre, 
Casa da Cultura
Largo Aires de Sá
2040-236 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 999 350
cineteatrorm.pt

Sports Complex
Avenida Paulo VI
2040-227 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 999 700
desmor.pt

Swimming Pool Complex
Estrada das Marinhas do Sal
2040-332 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 992 358

Public Gardens
Rua Doutor João Afonso
Calado da Maia
2040-998 Rio Maior

Loja do Rio (regional shop)
Casa Senhorial
d’El Rei D. Miguel
Rua David Manuel da Fonseca 
2040-249 Rio Maior

Pavilhão Multiusos 
(multipurpose pavilion)
Avenida Doutor Mário Soares
2040-413 Rio Maior

Salinas (salt mines)
Marinhas do Sal
2040-133 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 991 433

Routes and Trails

City Route
Start Point
Distance: 3 hours
+info cm-riomaior.pt

The Colourful
Festivals

March

September

December

Tasquinhas de Rio Maior 
Food Festival

FRIMOR, Feira
Nacional da Cebola
(National Onion Fair)

PRESÉPIOS DE SAL,
CHRISTMAS VILLAGE

Presépios (nativity scenes)
Gastronomy
Handicrafts
Street Entertainment
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Tourist Office
Estrada das Salinas
2040-133 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 991 121
turismo@cm-riomaior.pt
turismoriomaior.pt

Town Hall
Praça da República, 
2040-320 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 999 300
geral@cm-riomaior.pt

Rio Maior 
Health Centre
Avenida de Portugal
2040-349 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 999 200

Almeida Pharmacy
Rua Almirante Cândido dos Reis, 19
2040-322 Rio Maior

Cândido Barbosa Pharmacy
Rua Serpa Pinto, 50
2040-366 Rio Maior

Central Pharmacy
Rua Mariano de Carvalho, 83
2040-243 Rio Maior

Ferraria Paulino Pharmacy
Rua Dom Afonso Henriques, 167 A
2040-366 Rio Maior

GNR (National 
Republican Guard)
Avenida Marechal
Humberto Delgado, 39
2040-329 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 999 500

Fire Station
Avenida Doutor João Afonso
Calado da Maia
2040-998 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 999 510

Bus Station
Avenida Doutor Mário Soares
2040-413 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 908 069
rodotejo.pt

Sustainable travel, RMBikes
Edifício Câmara Municipal
Praça da República
2040-313 Rio Maior
tel: +351 243 999 300
rmbikes.cm-riomaior.pt

City MapLegend Useful Information

Travel Guide

Rio Maior

Regional Museum of 
Azambujeira, Manuel Nobre

With plenty of local history, and a real 
insight into the region’s heritage, this 
museum is set in an old country house. 

Rural and Ethnographic 
Museum of São João 
da Ribeira

This museum is housed in an old 
converted wine cellar and celebrates 
the old ways of life in Rio Maior. 
Ancient artefacts and everyday objects 
relating to daily life and work have 
been collected and displayed to give 
an idea of life in times past.

Dólmen de Alcobertas

Dating from 4,000 years ago, this is 
one of the more curious monuments 
of the region. A chamber accessed 
via a short corridor of granite slabs; 
it was once a Neolithic burial site. 
In the 15th century it was annexed 
by the Christian church of St. Mary 
Magdalene to create a side chapel.

Jardim do Porto do Rio

A little stream runs through this pleasant 
landscaped garden in Alcobertas. It’s laid 
out with stone terraces, picnic seating, and 
open areas for children to explore – 
there’s even a well-equipped play area. 
With stone bridges, sculpture and outdoor 
gym equipment, it’s a great spot to break 
for lunch. 

Olho d’Água de Alcobertas

This is one of the few places in the 
Serras de Aire and Candeeiros Nature 
Park where water comes to the surface. 
Something of an oasis in the wild, arid 
mountain range, it is a constant spring 
and for centuries has attracted animals 
and people in search of water.

Alcobertas Caves

Some 5,000 years ago, Neolithic 
man sought shelter underground. 
The caves and grottoes of the Gruta 
de Alcobertas offered spacious 
accommodation: four large chambers 
along a 210-metre run extension 
reaching up to 9-metre high. The 
cave system became something of 
a tourist attraction in the 19th century, 
before entry was restricted to protect 
them. Visits are by appointment of 
the Cooperativa Terra Chã.

Roman Villa

Dating from the 3rd century and set on 
the banks of the river Maior, this once 
prosperous villa was the origins of the 
village and ultimately, the town of Rio 
Maior itself. With mosaics, statues and 
well-preserved fountain, the remains 
give a fascinating insight into life in this 
region at the end of the Roman 
empire. 
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Welcome to Rio Maior
A perfect balance of city life 
and the serenity of the mountains

Chícharos

A regional speciality, peas grown 
here are delicious. For generations
part of the staple diet of many, the 
pea can transform and enhance local 
dishes. Pea crusted cod is one typical 
example.  

Cabrito Serrano

An emblematic dish of the region, this 
was always a special meal for special 
occasions. The kid goat is roasted 
carefully on a bed of onions and sweet 
peppers with herbs, spices and plenty 
of reverence and tradition. Served
with local potatoes it is a real taste 
of Rio Maior. 

Chãos Village

The village of Chāos is a real 
throwback. On the southern slopes 
of the rugged Serra dos Candeeiros,
 it has an ancient agricultural heritage 
with old stone water cisterns still 
standing as a reminder of times when 
water ran off the land and had to be 
captured and stored. Olive trees grow 
freely here and, after pressing, the 
bagasse, the dense residue, was also 
stored for animal feed and fertiliser, 
kept in stone pits until needed.

Moorish Pots 
(Silos de Alcobertas)

Dating from medieval times, this is 
the largest group of open-air storage 
chambers, or silos, on the Iberian 
Peninsula. Cut from the sheer rock, 
they were used as a grain store, with 
heavy stone or clay tops to keep the 
harvest safe from animals and water. 

Pão de Ló

This simple speciality, dating from the 
1700s, is a twist on the sponge cake. 
Three basic ingredients (eggs, flour 
and sugar) combine to create many 
variations, dictated by the quantity 
of ingredients and the cooking time. 
Generally, though, the desired result 
is a sunken centre, moist or even 
gooey. Mmmm.... delicious. 

Galo com Nozes

Chicken with walnuts is a regional 
classic. Tender chicken is simmered with 
chopped walnuts to create a rich sauce 
and the resulting dish is served with rice.

Serras de Aire and 
Candeeiros Nature Park

Something of a paradise for keen 
geologists and geographers, this 
park is set 30 km from the sea and 
separates the coast from the Ribatejo 
heartland. 
It's all about the rock. Rugged 
escarpments, craggy gorges, rocky 
ravines and outcrops that define 
the landscape and give it unique 
character. In many places water flows 
deep underground, over millennia 
carving out caves and grottoes along 
the fault lines and creating stalactites 
and stalagmites. Bats inhabit these 
dark places, a vital part of the 
delicate ecosystem. 

Loja do Rio

Here at the Loja do Rio you can pick 
up some delicious goodies before you 
head home. Olive oil, salt, wine, jams 
and cakes all make excellent souvenirs.

The Flavours of Ribatejo

Discover the flavours of Rio Maior in 
the Guide to Lezíria do Tejo Certified 
Restaurants.

Tejo Wines

Check out the Tejo Wine Tourism Guide
that lists the wine producers and 
farmsteads of Rio Maior and Ribatejo, 
together with their wine-related 
activities.

+info: visitribatejo.com
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